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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—NOVEMBER SELECTION 


Douglas, William 

Strange Lands and Friendly People 
Harper. Nov. 1951. 336p. $4.00. 
Having rivalled with almost tragic success the Duke 
Windsor’s youthful proficiency falling off 
Justice Douglas now seems resolved also not out- 
done the world letters. His book should place 
him worthily with the Duke, the prime minister, Presi- 
dent, members the cabinet, and other dignitaries who 
have recently participated the booming international 
political pastime publishing memoirs, diaries, and 
sundry other recollections public careers. 
Strange Lands and Friendly People, however, 
sense official book. During the summer 1949, 
Mr. Douglas left the Supreme Court for trip with 
his son Bill jeep, horseback, and foot through 
Greece, Cyprus, Azerbaijan, Iraq, Lebanon, Trans- 
Jordan, Syria, Israel, and India. 1950 returned 
the same locale for second this time with 
Elon Gilbert Yakima. neither trip did hold 
portfolio, transact official business, follow the 
beaten paths political junkets carefully supervised 
tours designed arrive predetermined conclusions. 
Instead traveled private citizen, meeting the 
private citizens other countries, learning their lives 
and problems kind man-in-the-street approach. 
visited officials also and knows governmental view- 
points from first-hand sources, but his account 
marily developed contacts with the common man: 
Greek girl guerillas, Persian tribesmen, Lebanese goat- 
Arab fakirs, Indian children, and on. 


The pages teem with homespun presentation na- 
tional history, ethnology, regional economy, and local 
color conducive Western understanding these 
strange lands. One Douglas’s theses, fact, that 
need first learn the history the Middle East 
before can intelligently help solve its problems. 
shows that those problems vary from country 
country, but certain basic features recur: incredible 
disparity between rich and poor, unimaginable poverty 
and privation, economic slavery the peasant, gross 
illiteracy, subjection women, depletion agrarian re- 
sources, oppressive army rule, and lack medical care. 
The supporting data, examples might show, are often 
startling: Cyprus, 3,000 Communists out 450,000 
people control 40% the vote; three-fourths the 
Bedouins own land and yield seven-eighths their 


produce landlords; illiteracy among rural Moslems 
reaches 95%, among the Savagards practically com- 
plete; Indian life expectancy birth years; the 
entire area the Persian Lurs without single doctor 
hospital. 

Yet these oppressed peoples are awaking the fact 
that such condition need not persist, and Russia mak- 
ing capital use the opportunity. She does not build 
fairy castle about living standard that includes 
automobile for every herder and television set for 
every tent; she does not spend millions tractors that 
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few months lie idly rusting for lack schooling 
and parts repair them; she does not sponsor agrarian 
projects that make more wealthy the already privileged 
landlords who control the vicious tenancy system; she 
does not one hand advocate free press, free as- 
sembly, and other individual rights denied the 
Middle East except supporters the regime 
power, and the other hand maintain those regimes. 
These are American measures. Russia instead culti- 
vates the respect the unprivileged masses promis- 
ing—perhaps vaguely and certainly falsely, but least 
realistically—the correction abuses political revo- 
lution. 


She has selfish aims, course, but the miserably ragged 
peasant does not understand Russian imperialism 
capitalistic worry about it. needs food, clothes, 
medical care, and schooling; and joins the movement 
that offers them. American foreign policy, Douglas 
argues, obsessed with words that are hollow the 
hinterland: democracy, peace, aggression. Specifically, 
has made four serious mistakes. has made partners 
with any group, however corrupt, that opposes Soviet 
communism. has relied too exclusively military 


thinking and therefore lacks political program. has 
been too subservient British colonialism. 
with good intentions but understanding, has 
wasted billions foolish projects and unworthy causes. 


Douglas’s thesis that must give trying re- 
make the whole world American pattern. Free 
enterprise not the only alternative Communism, 
and within each country can worked out intelli- 
gent solution that fits its history and needs. real 
program social reform—one that would provide food, 
health, land ownership, schools, roads, improved status 
women, and good farming—would strip the Com- 
all popular following. gives examples 
enterprises that would win friends such means 
rather than form enemies alliance with reactionary 


governments. 


Though this message the real purpose the book 
and blossoms into closing chapter explicit pleading, 
the bulk the content reportorial and holds argu- 
ments minimum. The placid charm and great 
courtesy the Arab peoples, the exciting experimenta- 
tion Israel, the fascination life among the Persian 
tribes, the spiritual grandeur India—these have in- 
terest and validity regardless the polemics involved 
foreign policy. Whether one agrees with the author’s 
conclusions not—and they seem fraught with 
lesson for America Michener’s comparable consider- 
ation the Pacific—the humaneness and earnest sin- 
cerity that stamp Douglas’s matter-of-fact prose com- 
mand respect. His reputation for liberalism might pre- 
dispose some readers caution, but the moderate, rea- 
soned, and patient program suggested should allay the 
fears even those who recall the headstrong super- 
ficiality former vice-president who undertook 
interpret Russia for the American people. The book 
adult interest and occasionally circumspect pres- 
entation Middle Eastern social customs. 

George Grauel, Ph.D., 


John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 
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Greene, Graham The End the Affair 
Viking. Oct. 26, 1951. 240p. $3.00. 


Graham Greene’s pursuit innocence under the guise 
evil has led him many strange places, none, per- 
haps, stranger than the hearts the characters The 
End the Affair. His cosmic curiosity and his 
volvement with man’s fate have impelled him 
plore many dark and hidden corners the mind, 
surprise the will the act, and even guess the 
awesome business between God and His creatures 
which the soul’s ultimate secret. kind 
reckless loyalty the truth, has these pages tried 
fathom the unfathomable and make articulate 
that which beyond utterance. 


The title this latest novel (one whose reverberations 
will long felt and perhaps argued even more bitterly 
than Scobie) announces the duality flesh and 
spirit which provides the thousands camera-shutter 
moments sight and insight that make the 
the first sense the “affair” sordid liaison between 
writer and the wife civil servant, man who 
briefcase. the second sense the title refers the 
end the affair living, the soul’s destined end with 
God. Since the narrator the novel atheist, the 
book times becomes reworking the Hound 
Heaven theme unbeliever. Still, Maurice Ben- 
drix, egoist that is, more convincing witness 
for faith than Waugh’s Charles Ryder. There 
subtlety (even does not quite come off) this 
book which goes beyond devices the chapel sanc- 
tuary light that impresses Ryder and the dying finger 
assent from Lord Marchmain. 


Evelyn Waugh pursues souls society; Graham Greene 
pursues them isolation—his central figure always 
“one misery’s graduates”. There terrible 
ness, incommunicability about misery (which may 
like, but always lacks, company) Bendrix, Sarah 
Miles, his passionate mistress and her own words 
bitch and fake”, and poor Henry Miles, whose 
only real possession small study does not use. 
Bendrix and Henry Miles, least, are, Greene shows 
brilliant and daring image, like the character who 
will not come alive for novelist: 


And yet one cannot without him. can imagine 
God feeling just that way about some us. The 
saints, one would suppose, sense create them- 
selves. They come alive. They are capable the 
surprising act word. They stand outside the plot, 
unconditioned it. But have pushed 
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HEADLINERS 
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around. have the obstinancy non-existence. 
are inextricably bound the plot, and wearily 
God forces us, here and there, according his in- 
tention, characters without poetry, without free will, 
whose only importance that somewhere, some 
time, help furnish the scene which living 
character moves and speaks, providing perhaps the 
saints with the opportunities for their free will. 


The character The End the Affair who does come 
alive for Mr. Greene the only way that matters 
Sarah Miles; she its saint. She and Bendrix come 
together annihilating fury passion. When 
their physical union stops suddenly, Bendrix, who 
started the affair way obtaining “copy” the 
life civil servant, tortured with jealousy. 
hires detective (straight out Dickens) follow 
her. Then comes the disconcerting revelation that 
Sarah has been visiting Roman church”. 
finally obtains Sarah’s diary and from it, furious and 
unbelieving, sees Sarah’s new “affair” for seduction 
the soul God Bendrix cannot believe in. Mean- 
while Sarah dies, hurriedly cremated, and (if are 
take the final pages face value) the source 
miracles. 


Any summary must violence the skill with which 
the author has attempted, and almost brought off, the 
dificult job characterizing Bendrix 
person revelation, Sarah the first person (through 
the pages her diary) and Bendrix sees her, and 
finally Henry Bendrix permits his actions and speech 
come us. This novel rich any its 
predecessors thematic generalizations human con- 
duct and desires. There are echoes here too that 
tantalizing memory childhood and innocence, that 
lost childhood, which for Greene’s characters the 
territory trust which adult can return for long. 


Give me, Sarah asks God her diary, “ordinary 
corrupt human love”, thus underlining once more this 
novelist’s dangerous romanticism, the thesis, ever lying 
wait his work, that adulthood and corruption are 
and must synonymous. “Clear out the way,” 
Sarah writes self-hatred and yet with love God, 
just moments self-love she will desire destroy 
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herself that good God loves her. The images 
evil choose Maurice Bendrix, and they create animal 
fury that informs and enflames many these pages. 
The images good (to which Mr. Greene sincerely 
attached), come unclothed his novelist’s skill. The 
good this novel given in, speak, cognitive 
terms, whereas evil has been presented with all the 
promptings and urgings Whatever the au- 
thor’s intention, then, sense wins out over spirit The 
End the Affair, and for this reason this novel, 
transcending importance the development the 
author’s art, cannot recommended generally and 
without qualification. 

Riley Hughes, 

Georgetown University, 

Washington 
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Moody, Ralph Man the Family 
Norton. Nov. 1951. 272p. $3.00. 


According the blurb the dustjacket this book 
story the warmth and joy close family relation- 
ships, story boy’s growing up, story ingenuity 
and perseverance that typically American”. Re- 
viewers usualy quote blurbs order blast 
one with emphatic and wholehearted agreement. 


The materials that went into this narrative are simple: 
family tragically deprived its father untimely 
death; the day day living, and the struggle main- 
tain that living, small farm near Littleton, Colo- 
rado 1910; heroic and loving mother who blends 
discipline and love into indistinguishable unity; the 
new “man the eleven year old “Little 
Britches” (Ralph Moody) who raises rabbits, does the 
chores, lends Lady (the mare) borrow Ducklegs (the 
cow), and waxes manly and mature before his time; 
his sister Grace who wiz figures and helps with 
the budget planning; Philip (eight), Hal (five) and the 
mysterious and posthumous little arrival, Elizabeth. 
There are neighbors, especially the cowboy Hi, the 
cattle dealer Mr. Batchlett and the gauche and lovable 
Sheriff McGrath, each with definite personality and 
part play the life the fatherless family. 


There are several things about this book that deserve 
particular notice. First, genuine. Nothing easier 
spot than phoney, especially sentimental phoney 
about Daddy his grave and the patter little feet: 
the present story has plenty sentiment but the 
stench sentimentality absent. Secondly, note 
joy. “Security” the kind universally and insati- 
ably craved these days not there; but there cour- 
ageous trust Providence, along with 
headed budgeting (spelled out detail), early rising 
and hard, sweaty work. Yet this underprivileged, pre- 
radio, un-televisioned, non-motorized family, gadget- 
less without benefit the comix Movietime 
USA, experienced one the deepest joys life has 
offer: the joy family community. Thirdly, the story 
has “go” it: with skill that might easily, because 
its very perfection, escape the casual reader, Mr. Moody 
contrives raise such homely details life coal- 
picking along railroad track, the construction 
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curtain stretcher, the purchase goose, levels 
intense interest. Finally, the author has succeeded 
difficult artistic which many before him 
have come grief: the transmutation autobiography 
into the form fiction. If, may well the case, 
Mr. Moody has changed here and there the true facts 
his life was manifestly make them truer, the 
sense Conrad suggested his famous definition 
novel being form imagined life clearer than 
reality”. 


don’t claim this the best family novel ever written; 
can only say the best that ever happened come 
way. 
Phillips Temple, Librarian, 
Georgetown University 
Washington 


CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB—OCTOBER 
SELECTION 


Merton, Thomas The Ascent Truth 
Harcourt, Brace. Sept. 20, 1951. 342p. $3.50. 

live time interest not only the field 
religious reading generally and curiosity about the 
processes conversion and return the faith—but 
interest also what used thought rather narrowly 
restricted fields religious experience—the lives and 
processes the mystics. True, among large segment 
writers and reviewers the present time, “mystic” 
almost always wrongly used word, and applied 
unsparingly characters widely diverse (to take 
real examples) Franklin Roosevelt, Henry Wallace, 
Mohandas Gandhi, and Charles Gaulle. 


probably also true that within framework 
orthodox Catholicism, there are many misguided souls 
who think themselves mystics, least having 
had many mystical experiences—or feel that they know 
those who have. Too, see how much interest and 
polemic has been roused late the controversy cen- 
tering about Miss Graef’s book Theresa Neumann. 
There was need, then, survey mystical theology 
made level comprehensible the intelligent Cath- 
olic layman (but means unusable the sacer- 
dotal level). This survey Fr. Louis Merton has at- 
tempted provide his book St. John the Cross 
—though far more ambitious work than survey 
merely the life and works that great practitioner 
the mystical life. specialist such matters might 
find much argue with Thomas Merton’s treatment 
mysticism and John and the various rela- 
tions the prayer life the other states our being— 
but this reviewer seems that has provided fine 
introductory guide through least the speculative 
aspects the higher levels prayer. 


After orientation chapter “Mysticism Man’s 
clearly defines the phenomenon and 
shows means something which God in- 
tended restrict the few (though few obtain ascent 
the state, this because they are unwilling fulfill 
the conditions asceticism and prayer life that de- 
manded)—Fr. Louis discusses the prayer contempla- 
tion and the crises that contemplation brings about 
the life the one who raised thereto. The cen- 
trality St. John’s doctrine set before the reader, 


Best SELLERs 


and the comparison made between true and false mys- 
ticism and between contemplation knowledge— 
dichotomies with which many unskilled writers have 
much trouble. 


second section the book examines rather carefully 
the doctrines St. John the Cross; this, experts 
the writings that great man will undoubtedly find 
oversimplified; but oversimplification 
things often necessary the kernel the doctrine 


Finally, section headed “Doctrine and Experi- 
ence”, the mystical life pictured for lived; 
the various states prayer examined; and attempt 
made picture the goal toward which the mystic 
strives—complete union with God. few final mov- 
ing pages set before the Blessed Virgin the model 
one who would lead the life Contemplation. 


There attempt bibliography, though brief list 
the great classics the contemplative life might have 
been helpful—but Fr. Louis has appended collection 
Biographical Notes, sketching the lives and mention- 
ing the landmark works many the great mystical 
writers. The book can recommended unreservedly 
all who would love God, but probable that 
much difficulty will present itself the reading, 
those who have neither philosophical 


background. 
Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


* * « 


Hayes, Carlton The United States and Spain 
Sheed Ward. Oct. 10, 1951. 198p. $2.75. 


This latest book Dr. Carlton Hayes, retired 
Columbia University Professor History and former 
American Ambassador Spain, refreshing, lucid, 
and interesting interpretation the much-discussed 
“Spanish Question” the present hour. Much has 
been said and written the position Spain under 
Generalissimo Franco. Too often subjective rancor has 
supplanted objective reasonableness the estimates 
given Spain, her internal structure, and her external 
relationships with the rest the world. Opinions ex- 
pressed platform, print, and, alas, from the pulpit, 
have been flavored either the anti-Catholic propa- 
ganda Spain, dating back 1588 and the defeat 
the Armada, the communist slant popular among 
unthinking liberals and rear-echelon newspaper 
spondents who took the downfall the Republican 
Army under Franco’s assaults insult 
avenged. 


The United States and Spain extremely objective and 
its compact size conceals the enormous factual data 
contained seven chapters with select bibliography 
attached. Unlike most writers who have given authori- 
tative “last words” Spain, Dr. Hayes historian 
who understands the value source-material and the 
corresponding weighing crucial evidence. His his- 
torical training produces balanced summarization 
earlier Spanish history. addition, his acquaintance 
with officialdom the Franco government has con- 
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tributed rounded portrait the land below the 
Pyrenees which could act anchoring-post for the 
newly-formed N.A.T.O. alliance. 


Dr. Hayes properly sets the stage for enlightened 
understanding modern Spanish problems briefly 
sketching past relationships Spain with the Atlantic 
community nations, including the New 
ticularly interesting his skillful deflation erroneous 
notions about the Spanish method colonization, the 
wealth the Catholic Church, and the status Pro- 
testantism Spanish-dominated territories. His treat- 
ment brings fresh breeze into minds beclouded the 
hazy inaccuracies Kingsley, Henty, Lea. The 
author also gives concise picture Spain’s links with 
continental European nations prior the twentieth 
century. this latter portrait can discovered the 
basis for Spanish antipathy toward eastern European 
ideologies. 


The real meat the volume concerns itself with the 
Spanish Civil War the 1930’s. this oft-misinter- 
preted epoch modern European history, Professor 
Hayes sheds penetrative light. The facts have been 
told before, either praise condemnation Franco, 
for apparently there can middle ground for par- 
tisan students this war. Yet how impartial ob- 
server the demoniacal fury the communist seg- 
ment the Republican Army can write 
the whole affair (as many have already done), 
mystery this reviewer. Dr. Hayes misses none 
these implications and estimates that victory 
lay the safety western Europe. Yet does not 
excuse the obvious faults the Generalissimo’s dicta- 
torial position. sees Spanish faults clearly 
perceives our own government’s weak, propaganda- 
bullied, opportunistic policy with this ancient nation. 


The United States and Spain deserves wide audience, 
although such can not too trustingly expected. The 
prose this book (based the author’s Fen- 
wick Lectures Holy Cross College) will 
readers on, not only the volume’s conclusion, but 
new conclusions their own. 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D., 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Cary, Joyce Mister Johnson 


Harper. Oct. 1951. 261p. $3.00. 

Speaking the hero this novel, Mr. 
Johnson swims gaily the surface life, 
wanted the reader swim, all swim, with 
more less courage and skill, for our lives.” And 
Johnson does just that; swims the surface life 
and does gaily. simple government clerk 
the District Office Fada town the Western Sudan, 
Johnson gets tremendous thrill out opening the 
is, tearing open large, expensive envelopes 
and throwing them the floor. This gives him 
sense wealth and glory the Empire and 
fellow, exuberant bromo seltzer, and means 
the hyper-imaginative alchemy his dreaming, 
transforms the stale, flat waters his real life into the 
heady champagne believing himself great. 
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Poor old Johnson doomed from the very beginning 
his absolute incapacity realize that bungling his 
life with every optimistic move makes. cannot 
let week pass without one two beer and gin 
parties with drums and dancing. debts enlace 
him terribly than man-eating jungle vine. 
Each new crisis demands more complicated raaneuvers, 
until finally, after having been dismissed from his clerk- 
ship, after losing his position trader’s boy, after 
embezzlement and thievery—all done with the greatest 
innocence and naiveté—Johnson gets himself trapped 
into murder for which pays with his life. 


Every line Joyce Cary’s novel radiates sympathy and 
compassion for its hapless hero. And the reader can- 
not help but catch its vibrations. And yet, there 
nothing sad about the book. Johnson cannot 
realize what doing and the edge thus taken off 
the essential tragedy. the other hand, the story 
chock full hilarity. Johnson’s bargaining for pretty 
young wife with her family leaves him literally stripped 
his shorts. The four five page scene simply rocks 
with irrepressible laughter. Sergeant Gollop, the trader, 
keeps fat native girl named Matumbi whom beats 
every week like clockwork, and does gravely 
non-com following the army routine. Bamu, John- 
son’s wife, whom tries marry befits govern- 
ment bigshot with official folderol, refuses repeat the 
woman’s formula the ceremony: “Don’t 
know how get married”. She won’t wear the dress 
Johnson has bought her (on credit) and she con- 
vinced that Johnson stark raving mad. 


Brimah, Bamu’s father, comes collect the install- 
ments the bride. stands around for whole day 
first one leg then the other. When Johnson 
screams him asking what wants, simply replies, 
“Nothing”. But the evening Johnson finds him near 
his hut, seated last but still silent, and Bamu has 
packed and gone home mother. After the inter- 
vention the Emir’s Waziri, Johnson gets Bamu back 
but only until the next after accidentally 
killing Gollop, Johnson comes Bamu for help 
hiding from the takes him in, feeds 
him, and then lets her brother Aliu club him over the 
head and hand him back the authorities. 


The squalor native living which constitutes the sub- 
surface Cary’s narrative, paralleled the frustra- 
tions the English District Officers. Blore alarmed 
Johnson, fact, exuberance alarms him, 
feels it, from Nature itself, some threat estab- 
lished things”. Rudbeck unconsciously soaks 
edge from his superiors, unconsciously 
mannerisms; “He still pokes his head forward and 
utters loud exclamations like his first D.O., Sturdee; 
and sits his office table, with his chin the air 
and his eyelids cast down, like The one lives 
only for order, the other only build native roads. 
third, Trig, possesses the magic gift for calling the 
attention the Home Office his efficiency, whereas 
higher-up, Bulteel, cyncially realizes that “Anyone 
who wants swindle the Treasury could make fool 
the rules any day—and for the honest ones, they 
only find ’em the way real honest work. 


Mister Johnson well worth reading. adult beok, 
guarantees the reader chuckles and chortles abun- 
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dance while the same time offers undertones for 
thought and reflection. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 


Fordham University, 
New York 58, New York 


Kramer, Dale Ross and The New Yorker 
Doubleday. Nov. 1951. 306p. $3.75. 


Mr. Kramer will not like for saying that find his 
biography The New Yorker and its furiously ener- 
getic and idealistic founder-editor Harold Wallace Ross, 
good but not good enough. The story the birth and 
growth, through twenty-five years, The New Yorker 
fascinating; and Mr. Kramer tells with facility. 
You will pardon the odiousness the comparison, the 
story not its subject. But perhaps only The 
New Yorker could prepare satisfactory “Profile” 
itself and its people. For The New Yorker has 
almost exquisite, nearly infallible feeling for style: for 
the mot juste, the right approach. insists that its 
writing trained peak form: excess fat, flab- 
biness. demands the discipline economy-with- 
grace. Which observations, inadequate they are, 
must betray one the many admirers and long- 
term subscribers what resent having labelled 
most sophisticated magazine”. Some its 
staff, several its contributors, numbers its stock- 
holders and subscribers may properly tagged 
ticated”; but the sum total their efforts, for some in- 


explicable reason, makes The New Yorker the sophis- 
ticates’ most ruthless enemy. The pretenses 
turings the sophisticates, New Yorkers provincials, 
are mercilessly portrayed and pinned-up for the laugh- 
ter and edification all, week after week, cartoon, 


comment, criticism. manages not only 
“smart” publication, but one that consistently wise 
and persistently sane. 

That may one the unaccountable manifestations 
the personality Mr. Ross. But rather won- 
derful behold world that seems have lost its 
integrity and honesty and decency, and appears 
oniy cynic, sybaritic and meretricious. 

hope that the reader will understand that taking 
Mr. Kramer’s “biography” and suspect that will 
discover spite the run-away rambunctiousness 
which mars the manner its writing. Anyhow, 
adequate not completely satisfying introduction 
Mr. Ross, many his co-workers; and sketches 
some the vicissitudes, some the satisfactions that 
beset and bestar our favorite weekly. 


Grady, S.J. 


University Scranton 


Fleming, Berry The Fortune Tellers 
Lippincott. Nov. 1951. 442p. $3.75. 

Fredericksville, Georgia, local habitation and 
name found only literary maps. The records its 
citizens, carefully shepherded their political affairs 
Doc Buden and his machine, are available the 
files the Bureau the Census, but the works 
Berry Fleming, specifically Colonel Effingham’s Raid 
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(1943), The Lightwood Tree (1947), and The Fortune 
Tellers, the author’s latest chapter Fredericksville 
history. Old faces and new appear this narrative 
which crisis the life the city runs parallel with 
crisis the life the chief character. 

Act God, the Savannah River flood, threat- 
ened Fredericksville, but Cleveland Barfield’s prob- 
lem arose from his injudicious discovery northern 
reporter, Vitner, old racial crime which Bar- 
field had played shabby part. When the energetic 
“Miss Alice” the Fredericksville Journal persuades 
the city fathers appoint Barfield leader Flood 
Emergency Committee, the two problems struggle for 
attention one mind. man middle years, Bar- 
field has further complicated his affairs falling into 
sunset infatuation with the wife the engineer whom 
must employ handle the control the overflow- 
ing watershed. touch and all the way: two 
thrusts the swollen river are held the sound 
counter-measurers initiated Winans, the engineer, 
backed Barfield’s ingenuity supplying men and 
materials; the reporter’s steady progress unearthing 
the facts the Trafford case, which negro was 
railroaded prison for life hide family murder, 
blocked Barfield’s commandeering the available 
news files. final scene under the lurid floodlights 
along the levee wall, all the principals meet: the elderly 
Trafford, the convict Brown, Vitner, Winans and Bar- 
field. The problems are dissolved when the negro at- 
tacks Trafford and killed guard. anti- 
southern bias vanishes soon his feelings are in- 
volved the side the white Georgians, and, 
kind catharsis, the struggle Barfield’s mind has 
wiped out his passion for Mrs. Winans. 

There always more Fleming story than recital 
the plot indicates. The author’s unhurried pace, the 
frequent musings and philosophizings his characters, 
the insertion such material the stornello-like com- 
position Journal reporter Calypso; 
braid again thy the skillful characteriza- 
tion the chief and minor personages the tale, all 
combine form narrative ably told and engrossing. 


Dennis McCarthy, O.P., Ph.D., 
Chairman, Department English, 
Providence College, 

Providence Rhode Island 


Brooks, Richard 


Simon Schuster. 


The Producer 
Nov. 1951. 337p. $3.50. 


Few people can need this brash novel Richard 
Brooks tell them that the movie industry like the 
house cards the gaudy book-jacket. thinking 
there anything good that can said about this 
book, can least admit that the author has made 
clear the agony man during the weeks before the 
production movie, when has put considerable 
amount money into it. Whether was worth doing 
another matter; for Matt Gibbons, the producer 
question, singularly unconvincing personality. Pre- 
sumably the author has mental picture man 
ideals and artistic sensibility, who danger losing 
his soul between his own ambition and the crowd 
agents, directors, actors, and on, whom 
rounded. But has not succeeded bringing him 
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life; and Matt remains, the end, dull weakling. 
impossible take anything but the most languid 
interest his struggles get the actors wants, 
his domestic affairs. These last include hypochon- 
driac wife, two fatuous children, very unglamor- 
ous mistress, and his old Polack father, whom 
neglectful and ashamed, but whom nevertheless 
feels impelled and see once again crisis his 
fortune. some law nature that operates this 
kind novel, the best-drawn incidents are those 
which this old man appears. 


Richard Brooks shows little knowledge how tell 
story. His novel monotonous record dreary 
thoughts and drearier conversations, and his sole idea 
enlivening them decorate them with shocking 
mixture profanity and indecency. Those contem- 
porary novels which are making the 
and which are also notorious for profanity and inde- 
cency, have least the merit power and excitement. 
This one, however, can written off not only 
tasteless but dull. 

Angela Cave, 

Manhattanville 

the Sacred Heart, 
New York 27, New York 


Waltari, Mika The Wanderer 
Putnam. Oct. 19, 1951. 438p. $3.75. 

The Wanderer the sequel promised the conclusion 
The Adventurer. Michael Kravajalka, Finn whose 
adventures have carried him through the pageantry 
Renaissance Europe the height its most garishly 
colorful period again the hero. After learning the 
arts gunnery and medicine, after meeting Paracelsus 
and Luther and Erasmus, after studying the Univer- 
sity Paris and attending the sack Rome, word, 
after having covered Western Europe, comes now 
with Andy, his huge-muscled, microscopically brained 
companion, and his dog, Rael, tour the shores 
Africa and all the exotic lands under the Sultan until 
completes the circuit arriving the gates Vienna 
with the threatening Moslems. 

The wanderings begin Venice where Michael, Andy 
and Rael book passage aboard small merchantman 
for voyage the Holy Land where Michael wishes 
make pilgrimage atone for his sins”. board 
the boat, Michael meets veiled girl named Giulia, 
whom later marries and who leads him merry 
chase infidelity after infidelity for the rest the 
book. They are captured Torgut the pirate, sold 
into slavery Sinan the Jew, Governor the island 
Jerba between Tunis and Tripoli. From there on, 
Michael’s adventurous wanderings take him from 
giers Istanbul, from Bagdad Buda Vienna. 
becomes Moslem and changes masters occupations 
often enough carry him from one place another, 
from one situation intrigue another murderous 
plotting. Poisoned potions are prepared and drunk, 
huge men wrestle, heads are lopped off, harems visited, 
armies locked war, bridges built. Michael’s fortunes 
wax and wane like the cycles erratic moon. 
rises from slavery the bejewelled rank Sultan’s 
favorite only fall again into abandonment and, ulti- 
mately, prison. 


Waltari Alexander 
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now, the pattern has become familiar. Event fol- 
lows upon event saturated with the dripping perfumes 
exotic lands and exotic people. Too much happens, 
that is, the narrative palpitates like runner trying 
touch fifteen bases some surrealistic baseball field. 
Consequently, the whole story becomes superficial from 
beginning end. There just time get beneath 
the surface things, time figure out why’s 
wherefore’s. 


The Wanderer becomes difficult read, simply because 
reality seems fantasticated out all possible 
existence. Even words began lose their meaning. 
For instance, within the space fifteen pages many 
tears are shed that they lose all significance, all verisi- 
militude. The Crooked Nose, Venetian confidence 
man who literally sells Michael down the river, “weeps 
bitterly” when Michael asks him the price his serv- 
ices. Crooked Nose cries when they depart—he bids 
adieu “with tearful the boat, Giulia 
begins sob when Michael asks her why she veiled 
(she has one bright blue eye and one nut brown eye 
plus the gift prophecy and she afraid being put 
death witch). also silently” after 
Michael kisses her. The captain the merchantman 
sheds tears the pirate vessel approaches and when 
Andy makes demonstration courage, Michael also 
gives way crying. The emotion usually connected 
with weeping longer exists, has been washed 
away its own lachrymal flood. 


Then again, Michael, the scholar, the learned man 
the Renaissance, acts naively that becomes in- 
credibly stupid. patently unfaithful 
him, time after time after time, that even the Golden 
Ass Apuleius would have had sense enough kick 
her out the household. the most obvious circum- 
stances, Michael looks everywhere but reality with 
the result that longer has substance man. 
becomes thing carried along the stream cir- 
cumstances, historical piece flotsam riding with the 
tide from one shore another, passively accepting what 
happens until ends writing these nine books 
his life the dervish monastery near Cairo. 


The dustjacket speaks Mika Waltari’s talents that 
“sing like the scimitars his murderous 
but one cannot help thinking that The Wanderer over- 
works the narrative formula without compensating for 
the absence human pity, compassion sympathy. 
Its reading should restricted adults, they insist. 


Department Romance Languages, 


Fordham University, 
New York 58, New York 


Alexander, Robert The Peron Era 
Columbia University Press. Nov. 1951. 239p. $3.50. 


closing the internationally renowned newspaper 
Prensa, the tearful announcement Senora Evita 
that she chooses not run for Vice President 
alongside her husband 1952 and the quickly sup- 
pressed revolution against the regime have fea- 
tured Argentina the headlines lately. Except for 
these news stories, however, and occasional magazine 
article, not much known the United States about 


160 Shellabarger Best 
General Juan Domingo and the government Church and State”. notes that the cele- 

completely dominates. brated social action prelate, Bishop Andrea, has been 
Robert Alexander’s special interest labor problems the regime from the beginning and 

and 1945-1946 worked with the Labor Relations that recognized the inherent evils the new totali- 

1946 1947 traveled through South America had been supposed that when Argentina received His 
grant from the Office Education and the hat that would him. However, when ment 
partment State. This book the result that trip this great moment arrived, the honor was not given 

and subsequent study Argentina and her govern- Monsenor Andrea but his rival Bishop when 

Copello was much more sympathetically inclined to- Ins, 
ward the Peron regime”. From this remark one would rate 

rmy med tactics the author claims that Bishop Andrea did not 

cipline, who early _career became Secretary pastoral letter the Argentinian bishops because 

Labor, recognized the social injustices which plagued “his see more less mythical one the Near 

the laboring man, and determined help the labor 
unions and the masses which they represented. 
Such statements estimation are not sign pre- deafn 
Through the support labor, the army and the but indicate failure understand the real posi- 

was elected President 1946. Since then the Catholic Church Argentina. They de- Durir 
run the country dictatorial fashion reminiscent that the author has studied Argentina and enter 
many respects Mussolini’s Fascism. Like Mussolini, the administration only the surface. sup- beth 

has accomplished much for his country. has plies many facts and observations but has not succeeded 
advanced the welfare the laboring man although analyzing them. This sociological tract and field 
can seriously questioned whether his dictatorial controversial book which students political science positi 

methods may not ultimately undo all the good international affairs may read with profit they realiz 
achieved. The prestige Argentina foreign rela- critical eye. 

tions has been enhanced during his tenure office. Harry Koenig, vision 

Much Argentina’s foreign debt has been liquidated St. Mary’s the Lake Seminary, son 

and has secured domestic control over many indus- Mundelein, Illinois 

tries, like railroading and shipping, formerly controlled lea 

foreign interests. But attaining these ends has 
resorted the means dictatorship and has sacrificed Shellabarger, Samuel remai 

democratic freedoms. Too much has been attempted Lord Chesterfield and His World one 

too short time the wrong means and now 1951. 385p. $5.00. parer 

tina experiencing major financial trouble. fingerhold fame diplomat, limited station 

Apparently our State Department has not been able literary men the third fourth flight, two- 

formulate any consistent policy regarding Perén and reputation exponent the social graces social 

government. While was only Secretary Labor, which has made the adjective syn- 

our Ambassador Spruille Braden outspoken with elegance manners—these are all that 

against everything that represented. But the worldly honors that the fourth Earl 

kicked upstairs become Assistant Secretary State, Chesterfield sought long and with such calculation. field’s 

and the subsequent Ambassadors—George Messersmith His history, detailed his latest biographist, Samuel 

and James Bruce—were friendly the adminis- Shellabarger, is, despite advantages birth, rank, train- 

tration. With the recent appointment Ellsworth ing, opportunity, and talents, tale near successes and 

Barker Ambassador Buenos Aires, the pendulum minor tragedies. That remembered all 

appears swinging the other direction again. today more the result accident than purpose, larshi 

and the star that waxed bright the eyes some vious 

This book will not exercise any great popular appeal. his contemporaries has come regarded only 

The chapter Evita makes interesting comet after all. 

the which tween the prominent Savile (Halifax) and Stanhope 

they will weary any but the families. the opportunities furnished eminent chara 

earnest students economics. connections, added the concentration purpose convi 

The author liberal with capital dominated his life: the study mankind, espe- 

understand why the public schools should have reli- its weaknesses, and how that knowl- 

gious instruction. Firmly believing secularism edge. was Paris and the art delicate living 


thinks was tragedy 1943 reintroduce religious notably exemplified there that captivated him during 
teaching the public schools. seems strange Grand Tour, and from that captivity never was 
that the hierarchy should instruct the faithful not redeemed. The occupations the years that followed 
for candidates whose program includes the appointments ambassador the Hague, 
lation divorce, ban Catholic schools, Lord Lieutenancy Dublin, Secretaryship State, 
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almost constant political maneuvering intrigue, 
and social position master Chesterfield House— 
never distracted him from the theme which exem- 
plified his conduct and preached the Letters 
His Son, how well-bred though British. 


His public career was marked series poor judg- 
ments. Chesterfield opposed Robert Walpole and 
found himself impotent opposition for years; and 
when Walpole finally fell and the Outs became the 
Ins, the new government offered Chesterfield second- 
rate appointments Secretaryship State which 
was hamstrung and ineffective. brilliance 
turning phrase cuff earned him friends and 
following, only dubious ascendancy circles which 
exercised power and commanded few votes. When 
the Earl retired political inactivity and the building 
the new Chesterfield House Mayfair, there was 
public demand for his return. His expectations 
shining his new surroundings mold fashion 
and glass form turned ashes when complete 
deafness seized him and made entertainment the 
grand scale out the question. 

During his first tour duty the Hague, had 
entered into liaison with the inconsequential Eliza- 
beth Bouchet, and this affaire his bastard son 
Philip was born. The hopes and dreams Chester- 
field for this young man, whose training the com- 
position the Letters was directed, were not only un- 
realized, but the result was something ludicrous 
parody the lacquered gentleman Chesterfield en- 
visioned. Young Stanhope, taught what Doctor John- 
son termed morals whore and the manners 
dancing master”, encouraged amoral father 
learn the polish the haut monde through adultery 
and acquire refinement from well-chosen mistresses, 
remained awkward and unimpressive the end. Only 
one lesson inculcated the precise 
parent does the young man seem have learned, for 
was taught systematically deceive, and de- 
ceived his father marrying secretly woman 
social standing, fathering two children, and dying, 
appears, Catholic. The man who had set out 
study humanity had not known his own son. 
Although this not the academic treatment Chester- 
field’s career one associates with dry scholarship, 
means work the popular vein. the well- 
written text are added some forty-five pages notes 
and bibliography, and what the author has compounded 
highly readable history with the gleanings scho- 
larship offered engaging form. Perhaps his ob- 
vious intention being unprejudiced his handling 
the subject wavers only when the famous letter 
Doctor Johnson under discussion. Though Mr. Shel- 
labarger presents what calls “all the facts” this 
quarrel, has not done full justice the independent 
character the lexicographer, and has not explained 
convincingly why Chesterfield the Dic- 
tionary after seven-year silence. This is, however, 
small item work which should please the student 
and the general reader who take the tale this 


man. 
Dennis McCarthy, O.P., Ph.D., 
Chairman, Department English, 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 
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Douglas, Lloyd Time Remember 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 1951. 238p. $2.75. 

Lloyd Douglas, the most widely read novelist his 
time, began his writing career when was fifty-two 
years old. With his posthumous Time Remember 
his reaches even dozen impressive volumes. 
The list titles adds impressive weight the back- 
ground any contemporary and “best seller” reader. 
Yet these great novels there little hint the 
author himself, though the implied personal note may 
sometimes conjectured. Even Time Remember 
which autobiographical, humility tends subordi- 
nate: life story lacks drama. was never battle, 
never jail. was never crusader, never headed 
movement and was equally unskillful swinging 
gavel golf club. was not athlete nor much 
scholar. never sought public office and nobody 
ever suggested should.” And after that the apologia 
for the present volume merely suggests: “It simply 
exercise occupational therapy. what the 
doctor ordered.” 


Yet the humility the storyteller makes the book ad- 
mirable the manner the telling. reads though 
Douglas were actually talking. One can feel the pulse 
man’s voice breaking through the impersonal black 
print with warm human quality. talks about 
himself and his family and affairs, with sincerity and 
simplicity, straightforward, off the cuff, matter-of- 
fact style. His occasional colloquialism gives his family 
the intimate flavor next door neighbors who are well 
known and well loved. For Douglas has told too many 
stories and told them much too well for the superb 
style the man not exalt the subject. 


Not only for the writer, but for any reader wishing de- 
lightfully interesting and entertaining relaxation this 
just what the doctor ordered. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Verissimo, Erico Time and the Wind 
Macmillan. Sept. 18, 1951. 624p. $4.95. 

Time and the Wind romance the grand manner. 
Its action takes place southern Brazil and extends 
through period 150 years, embracing the fortunes 
the Terra-Cambaras family from the birth, Jesuit 
reduction mission, half-breed child, Pedro—whose 
Indian mother has been abandoned white man— 
the siege, 1895, the Sobrado, where the mayor 
Sante Fe, descendant Pedro, barricaded with his 
family and few followers. series flashbacks 
the saga the family told. This technique quite 
effectively handled. The author opens the action with 
the beginning the siege, the night June 24, 
1895, and then reverts the time, 150 years before, 
when Pedro was born. When the story ends, only 


‘three days have elapsed since the beginning the 


siege; yet many events have been recounted the 
constant shifting from present past that somehow 
adds the endlessness the agonizing hours the 
siege. The story told against the backdrop the 
wild, beautiful, uncivilized country. The men are 
bold, passionate, often uncouth; the women, passive, 
resigned the hardship existence the new 


162 Matthews 


country. War follows war, and revolutions come and 
go. Through all blows the wind—the minuano— 
marking the passage time and wailing for the dead. 


The book has wealth detail and, epic-like form, 
introduces many characters and incidents that one 
cannot take note all them here. interesting 
person, for example, Dr. Carl Winter, German ex- 
patriate, who though far from his beloved Berlin and 
Munich held Brazil the charm Santa Fe, 


and, taking refuge his music and his Heine, plays the 


role interested onlooker the drama unfolding 
the Sobrado. One the most forceful characters 
Bibiana, granddaughter Ana Terra, the Portuguese 
girl who married Pedro the half-breed. Bibiana had 
married Capt. Rodrigo Cambara, whose exploits are 
narrated great length. had been gay, reckless 
man impossible dislike. Even the priest, scandalized 
Rodrigo’s lack religious belief, was his friend. 
Bibiana, widowed when her husband (like most 
the men the book) killed war, brings her 
children and order regain the land once owned 
her father engineers marriage between her son 
Bolivar and Luzia, the present heiress those lands 
and the stately home, the Sobrado. Then, after the 
death Bolivar, the two women live together, fighting 
and hating each other always for the possession 
young Licurgo, Luzia’s son. With the death Luzia, 
Bibiana left the victor. 


The story continues with the marriage Licurgo and 
his cousin Alice, union complicated his still con- 
tinuing infatuation with Ismalia. Then his political 
views bring him into conflict again with the Amarals, 
the time honored enemies his family, and the siege 
the Sobrado, Licurgo’s home, follows. Finally, after 
much suffering, the siege broken. Ancient Dona 
Bibiana’s work accomplished. Her son un- 
disputed possession the Sobrado. Yet all she hears 
the howling the minuano, symbolic the century- 
long sufferings, violent deaths, and cruel hardships. 


The book has magnificent sweep. The writing vivid 
and forceful, and provides excellent picturization 
life colonial Brazil. Verissimo handles that theme 
realistically, with none the idealism that marks 
many treatments the development our American 
West. consequence, this interesting saga 
marred many sexual episodes that are related 
rather blunt, bare, and crude manner. The overall 
effect that there seems present the book 
non-committal, amoral attitude toward 
and other adventures that after all are moral nature. 
Verissimo writes about them though were writing 
about many men and women sitting down eat. 
Chiefly account this, the book recommended 
adults only. 

Rose Belvedere, 

Brooklyn, New York 


Matthews, Tanya Journey Between Freedoms 
Westminster Press. Oct. 22, 1951. $3.50. 

This unusual story was first published Great Britain 
under the title Russian Child and Russian Wife and 
now comes American audience after trial run 
that forum. account without specific refer- 


Best 


ence politics government—one which the Soviet 
authorities, however, would find hard condemn 
careful the author eschew such elements con- 
troversy. The result, nevertheless, worthwhile since 
recounts much the day-to-day life the Russian 
people from 1919 till Mrs. Matthews manages con- 
trive her departure from the scene 1946. Indeed, 
reading this book one cannot help but draw the 
conclusion that the Russian people must magnifi- 
cent lot have carried the face such hardship 
and privation. may credit this author, the world 
apt look vain for the straw that likely break 
the Russians’ back. For all that the Politburo needs 
retain itself power release the pressure 
somewhat and grateful but unknowing people will 
give much thanks for small favors thus received. 


Tanya Svetlova was little girl when the Reds came 
her village take over the government that re- 
gion. Since her grandfather was her 
origin thus suspect, she and her family were compelled 
suffer confiscation their property and the total 
loss their social and economic status. Though too 
young the time appreciate the impact Revolu- 
tion her life, was not long before she realized that 
she were survive that harsh world, she would 
have lie and cheat and steal. obedience the 
party line brough some surcease the struggle live, 
then both she and her people meant defer with- 
out hesitation. the same token, avoid falling into 
the clutches the secret police she married man she 
had known only single day. Meanwhile, there was 
the never ending fight earn the barest necessities 
life. Time and again men and women charged the 
queueing lines buy few yards cloth spool 
thread. When school was not session, was hard 
work the collectivized farms. Family life gave way 
communal living. Privacy was something unknown. 
Yet somehow the people managed live and laugh. 
time, the author learned English and armed with 
this advantage gained access the outer world that 
soon cast doubts the merits the Soviet system. Her 
marriage English correspondent finally supplied 
the means which she was able escape her predica- 
ment. 
Thus the story ends well. The author 
“And lived happily ever after”. doubt there 
will some who will cavil the amoral tone some 
the passages this book though the total impression 
that profound belief the paramountcy the 
spiritual. Above all, significant that the author 
should find herself praying God whom she had 
been taught hate. This—after twenty years un- 
remitting effort the part the State extirpate the 
very idea from the minds the common people. There 
some unevenness the writing. Perhaps she ought 
have refrained from the excessive use certain 
colloquialisms. She refers frequently pain her 
“tummy”. times also, there straining after dra- 
matic effect. But these are small points. brief, 
seldom that one finds frank and forthright auto- 
biographer who has lived weigh the Marxian system 
and found the opportunity declare wanting. 

Harry Kirwin, Ph.D., 

Loyola College, 

Baltimore, Maryland 
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Furnas, 
Voyage Windward: The Life Robert 
Louis Stevenson 
Sloane. Oct. 1951. 566p. $5.00. 
Literary biography stands less vital position 
literary history than general biography does general 
history; and literary history probably less import 
the reading literature than general history the 
living life. Controversy must discovered order 
bolster the usually frail interest the life such 
the literary figure. must refuted and 
certain qualities, character not literary practice, 
must championed. 


course, this does not any way belittle the indus- 
try and the sincerity Furnas who has minutely 
examined, without much pedantry, the career one 
the English-speaking world’s “Best Loved 
This appears have been labor undertaken out 
interest and not out the desperation the scholar 
who has cast about for relatively fresh 
does happen, however, that this current effect has 
fair chance claiming the term “definitive” for itself. 


Mr. Furnas’ chief effort seems directed toward 
taking Stevenson out the suspect “best loved” class 
and restoring him position among the seriously 
considered essayists and novelists. the life itself, 
has attempted determine the facts apart from the 
sentimentalized accretions that are generally passed 
school-children. Thus, much space spent 
speculations Stevenson’s pre-marital 
This not done prurient fashion; still contributes 
nothing the reader’s understanding Stevenson 
his work. Insofar Stevenson’s relationships with his 
contemporaries are concerned there some interest, 
but not much, his dealings with Henry James, Gosse, 
Meredith, Barrie, and, course critical because the 
quarrel, Henley. 

The style which Mr. Furnas has adopted places this life 
the Van Wycke Brooks-school slight confusion. 
Needless say, the style the subject himself would 
have been more appropriate. 

General readers will find the latter half the life, 
covering the years the Pacific, far more interest 
than the earlier portion. But whether the general ver- 
dict the relative importance Treasure Island and 
Weir Hermiston will reversed only matter 
conjecture. From the standpoint appreciation 
the author’s work, Stevenson needs biography less 
than many another. Students, however, will find 
well-documented reference book, and the contribution 
scholarship such real. 

Clinton Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Lasswell, Mary Wait for the Wagon 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 22, 1951. 185p. $2.50. 


Should you ever see bright blue 1926 Cadillac roaring 
along the road between Newark and San Diego, don’t 
thumb for ride. Otherwise you’ll meet with 
three elderly cronies, Mrs. Feeley, Mrs. Rasmussen, and 
Miss Twinkham, who seem have mastered the knack 
keeping incessant chatter and downing im- 
quantities beer simultaneously. The beer 
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stored ice-packed container the back seat. 
the front seat you’ll find Old-Timer, and he’ll complete 
the 3,000-mile journey without ever having spoken 
single word. addition, you’ll find yourself involved 
whirlwind chase which starts when the trio acci- 
dently latch fugitive from dope-peddling 
charge, Dr. Freemartin, psychiatric quack. 
goes along the trip too, you see, and thinks 
escaping the law, but the gals are actually delivering 
him the San Diego police. the car, various 
times, are also truck-driver Dick, current exponent 
chivalry, alabaster lamp named Aphrodite, and an- 
other Aphrodite named Uremia, Freemartin’s sedative. 
It’s all very confusing, too—but that’s part the gen- 
eral scheme things, what with puns, double-talk, 
quips, and malapropisms galore. All all, better keep 
your thumb your pocket. 

Joseph Belvedere, 

Department English, 

University Scranton 


* * 


Roy, Gabrielle Where Nests the Water Hen 
Translated Harry Binsse. Brace. Oct. 22, 
1951. $3.00. 

promotional effort the advertising this book, 
the publishers should have offered prize the re- 
viewer who could refrain from making comparison 
between Miss Roy’s very fine piece writing and Louis 
Hemon’s Marie Chapdelaine. The writer the pub- 
lishers’ own blurb would have been ineligible, for the 
comparison first made thereon, and comparison 
neither unfounded nor ashamed of. 

would seem that the several decades that have 
passed since the writing Marie Chapdelaine, and 
especially those that have elapsed since the days 
which the story was laid, the blessings civilization 
must have been brought all Canada, and that wilder- 
ness the sort which the chaplelaines lived and 
which John Buchan’s favorite hero Leithen ended his 
life must now non-existent. Miss Roy reminds 
that this not so—that large part the vast province 
Manitoba (and but one part Canada) still 
wild and unsettled. such country, the Little 
Water Hen River, flowing out Water Hen Lake, 
lived the Tousignant family—scores miles from the 
nearest town and many miles from the nearest neighbor. 


This the simple story part their life—a life 
punctuated and enlivened the annual trips (for 
many years, anyway, Mama Tousignant) the 
nearest hospital-equipped town where new little Tou- 
signant would arrive; Mama Tousignant’s valiant 
efforts bring the blessings education the Little 
Water Hen; and the Tousignants’ infrequent con- 
tacts with their fellow-Manitobans. Marie 
does come mind—though this book— 
and Shadows the Rock, too, though Tousignants 
live thousands miles and few centuries from the 
people and days that story. 


Approximately the last third the book devoted 
the life and the tireless activities the area’s missionary 
Capuchin, Pere Joseph-Marie, who had been all over 
the world and learned literally dozens languages— 
but who was happiest traveling the bad roads, the 
swamps, and the snow-and-ice-covered wastes north- 
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ern Manitoba. Here there comes mind Death Comes 
the Archbishop, though Pere Joseph-Marie much 
more Father Vaillant than Father Latour. Again, that 
one inevitably makes such comparison bad 
thing, but sign that note wholesomeness, 
freshness, admiration for things God has made 
them and for woman like Luzina Tousignant who was 
not only happy herself, but the cause others’ happi- 
ness, being again struck the writing the Ameri- 
can hemisphere. 


Harry Binsse has done fine job translating, and has 
had fine material with which work. The book 
highly recommended for all classes readers. 


Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


Crawford, Marion 

Mother and Story Queen Mary 
Prentice-Hall. Oct. 22, 1951. 232p. $3.50. 
For twenty-five years Queen Mary was president the 
board the London Hospital and, prior one her 
many visits it, small boy one the wards re- 
marked nurse: lady what works Palace 
coming see tomorrow’. The lady was Queen 
Mary, woman dedicated the service the people 
her role Duchess York, Queen and, now, 
dowager Queen England. 


After the success The Little Princesses which 
Marion Crawford, one-time governess the present 
English royal household, appraised her charges, 
seemed her that more deliberate tribute should 
afforded their grandmother, Queen Mary, whose in- 
fluence dominated their lives great extent and 
whom she feels she owes special gratitude for guidance 
and friendship. Mother and Queen she more than 
pays her obeisance. 


One Queen Victoria’s favorites was Princess May 
Teck and, from her earliest years, circumstances indi- 
cated that she would one day mount the throne. Her 
engagement the Duke Clarence, heir-presumptive 
Edward VII, ended with his untimely death. His 
brother Duke York and future King George 
needed little persuasion from Victoria propose mar- 
riage the most popular junior princess the realm. 


Duty has always been Queen Mary’s watchword and 
Miss Crawford points out that her home and family 
were always first her affairs. The homelife the 
Duke and Duchess was simplicity itself and their 
travels throughout the Empire emissaries Victoria 
and, later, Edward VII their task was performed 
with characteristic dignity and grace. 


The Queen exerted great influence upon King George 
While his tastes ran hunting, and 
quiet life, hers was more 
cally active contrast his almost 
validism, and intellectually curious compared 
early phlegmatic interest matters not pertaining 
his immediate household, she might said have 
been the power behind the throne. Edward VII’s reign 
had been merry reaction Victorian staidness. King 
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George and Queen Mary re-established the monarchy 
symbol strong ties binding family nations, 
and example exemplary home life. George 
made public tribute the debt owed the Queen 
and spoke with intense feeling when considered his 
dependance upon her. 


said that Victoria admitted none below the level 
the middle class her interest. George 
reign, for the first time, English Queen brought her- 
self the worker, his coal pits and his factories, and 
had tea with him his kitchen. 

The story Queen Mother England the pat- 
tern Miss Crawford’s previous eulogistic one 
Britain’s Royal variety anecdotes illus- 
trate the praiseworthy and endearing qualities the 
personality and character the Queen who wrote her 
way life 1923: “Remember that life made 
loyalty; loyalty your friends, loyalty things beau- 
tiful and good; loyalty the country which you 
live; loyalty your King, and above all, for this holds 
all other loyalties together, loyalty God.” 


Much that has been said her previous The Little 
Princesses repeated here, and much that said once 
repeated again and again this story. times 
Miss Crawford becomes almost overly effusive her 
enthusiasm for the Queen. However, this cozy 
book about great and noble lady who, her lifetime 
that almost spans century now, has made distinc- 
tive contribution British life and held great 
affection throughout the Commonwealth. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Widdemer, Margaret Lady the Mohawks 
Doubleday. Oct. 18, 1951. 304p. $3.25. 


William Johnson made Covenant Chain with the 
Mohawks which made him Mohawk chief and bound 
them the English King through his governor. And 
William Johnson became eventually the King’s In- 
dian Commissioner for North America but not until 
after endless difficulties from Crown, colonies, gover- 
nors and assemblies who expected him keep the Six 
Nations bound England the face French machi- 
nation but without supplying him the wherewithal 
so. This burly, genial, roistering Irish statesman 
built himself large place early America and, in- 
deed, some credited with preserving the colonies 
from the French and keeping them under English orbit 
that eventually they could obtain their freedom. 
the course his career Johnson acquired three wives— 
two them Indians. The first was Dutch bound 
girl, the second and third were Mohawk “oyaneh” 
(princesses). For Johnson gaining the Indians 
England’s cause became more than half Indian him- 
self—knew and many their complicated 
customs and rituals. about the last the three 
that the present story built. 

Deyonwadonti (the Woman who two Women), 
Molly Brant, the whites knew her was the daughter 
Caniengo (Mohawk) sachem but also edu- 
cated English school Schenectady. Her mother’s 
sister Caroline, was married William Johnson; her 
fether was key contact man among the Mo- 
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hawks. Consequently, was but normal that she 
should spend much time Johnson Hall, the center 
Indian relations with the English throughout New 
York State. was the Mohawks that Phillippe 
Joncaire, Johnson’s opposite among the French, brought 
his younger brother Francois for training Indian ways 
since was part Indian and member the proper 
clan. idealistic Francois took fire 
for Molly. The story then goes along chronicling day 
day activities Johnson Hall and Indian villages 
delineating the major characters—Molly 
chaste, gay Indian girl-soon-to-be-woman, Johnson 
trusted friend the Indians, beset worries and trials, 
wise, kind, trustworthy but lusty and extensive lover 
because his wife, Caroline’s, constant nagging. The 
story builds climax the days just before the 
French and Indian War when Caroline dies, Molly goes 
seek Johnson who mission the Senecas, 
discovers that she loves him, flees with Joncaire pre- 
vent breaking the Covenant Chain loving Johnson 
(she thinks her aunt still lives), leaves Joncaire when 
she discovers his betrothal Canadian demoiselle 
and finally tricked into marrying Johnson only dis- 
cover that marriage pleasant and, after initial dis- 
trust, yield herself wholly Johnson and the new 
life the path she predestined follow. There 
plethora subplot and incident, historical and other- 
wise, all skillfully woven into the main story girl 
who finds herself after much self-searching. 


Margaret Widdemer stranger this period—she 
has written other stories about it—and the depth her 
preparation perceptible the care she has given 
weaving her background. There much detail about 
Indian and frontier life, especially from the standpoint 
the woman’s place the tribal organization. Miss 
Widdemer seems have idealized the Mohawks 
some extent, stressing the civilized aspects their cul- 
ture while glossing over the brutality, the savagery and 
the bestiality which English civilization never com- 
pletely eradicated. her, Mohawk culture developed 
sensitive, wise, loving women like Molly Brant who 
wielded major influence over their men. The behavior 
these same Mohawks later years seems vitiate, 
least partially, this estimate. was indeed true that 
English-educated Indians were intelligent 
charitable and trustworthy but they were the few and 
their education did not permeate the mass tribesmen 
any great extent. Among objectionable features 
the book might listed Joncaire’s confusion Molly 
with the Blessed Virgin, incident which could 
psychologically correct but which not the best 
taste, statement that coureurs-debois had dispensa- 
tions, presumably matters sexual, and her general 
overidealization the Indian life. Because 
these factors the book seems suitable only for adults. 


Niven, David Once Over Lightly 
Prentice-Hall. Nov. 12, 1951. 276p. $2.75. 


artist who ventures into new field creation ap- 
pears merit slightly more than passing interest 
only because the recognition familiar name amid 
new surroundings. those who know, the name and 
face David Niven appearing author the cover 
novel might prove trap. 
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what purports sprightly tale modern civil- 
ized and Hollywood manners, Mr. Niven has assembled 
what little more than collection anecdotes, club- 
car jokes, personal impressions and movie-land case 
histories, centering all the highly improbable (be- 
cause never imagined) figure one John Hamilton. 


John, British army officer Germany the end the 
war, returns demobilization center where at- 
tempts affair with his colonel’s wife, succeeds 
having one with young actress, and indulges 
several not-overly-funny escapades with fellow officer 
named Oglethorpe who eventually raises orchids 
Bermuda. leaving the service John accepts em- 
ployment and passage America chaperon dog. 
New York truly falls love with model named 
Ann. Forced flee gangster because his work 
with indoor horseracing troupe, John joined 
Ann conveniently Oglethorpe’s Bermuda. When 
Ann called Hollywood for screen test and 
passes, John follows and they are married. John, 
turn, becomes screen actor and Ann retires into ob- 
scurity because pending maternity. John then 
easily seduced the highest paid actress the com- 
pany; success goes his head. Ann bitterly and silent- 
sees him slipping away from her until two friends 
(one Oglethorpe who dashes out from Bermuda) de- 
flate John’s swelled head and arouse jealousy him 
the simple trick having Ann reported 
graphed with mysterious male. John naturally sees 
the light and rushes back his true love. 


Sequences this “novel” are tortured and then drag- 
ged bodily. The “hilarious” episodes are brief, dis- 
connected and pointless patches. The trip Bermuda 
put solely for the purpose introducing fish- 
spearing party. frequent hints and attempts 
salaciousness are adolescent. But worst all, and most 
badly written are the efforts times serious and 
judicious. trying laughable and the same 
time worrying that will accused being 
Britisher who can only caricature Americans the 
point implausibility, the author has failed woefully 
and cheaply. 


Never truly witty, haphazardly tedious, and somewhat 
gross, this pseudo-novel will worth the attention 
not even Mr. Niven’s most fanatic movie-going ad- 


mirers. 
Doris Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Kane, Hartnett Gentlemen, Swords and Pistols 
Morrow. Oct. 1951. 306p. $4.00. 


Hartnett Kane his preceding works has given 
colorful aspect the Old South. this work 
continues telling the fabulous story duel- 
ling America during the past century. Beyond the 
old Mason and Dixon line, the custom deciding mat- 
ters honor lead the point the sword seems 
have been the accepted method. The author has 
done much research work this field order sub- 
stantiate his twenty tales. 


This tumultuous book includes leaders and statesmen 
Henry Clay, Andrew Jackson, Sam Houston but also 
names which have become local legends Emily, 
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Madame Baronne Riviere Mobile, Alabama; 
John Randolph Roanoke, the half-mad Virginian; 
Jim Bowie, whose bloody knife made history the 
nation; Don Pepe New Orleans, one the few duel- 
ling masters who lived till was seventy-three. Louisi- 
ana, Alabama, Texas, Virginia, Mississippi, California 
and many other Southern states provide the incidents 
which really capture the imagination. Mr. Kane’s deep 
love for the South, well his rich humor, shine 
forth throughout the whole book. has tracked 
down stories which, although they appear fantastic, are 
true. does not limit himself tales duelling for 
the love woman but shows that duelling was found 
all professions the case young Doctor Furioso 
New Orleans; the scholarly Seargent Prentiss, the 
Southern Orator from Maine; Thomas Hart Benton 
Missouri, slave-holder who stood firmly against the 
extension slavery the new territories; the San 
Francisco editor who got sick demands for meet- 
ings with opponents the field honor that 
tacked notice “Subscriptions received from 
challenges from only” for Kane says 
man had have some time write”. 


Any one interested the history the South will 
find this book fascinating but also well 
not imagination which prompted this book, but re- 
search—as indicated the twelve-page bibliography 
which lists the basic and primary sources the book. 


Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Jones, Jesse H., with Edward Angly 
Fifty Billion Dollars 
Macmillan. Oct. 16, 1951. 631p. $6.00. 


This much documented narrative the accomplish- 
ments the Reconstruction Finance Corporation (from 
1932 1945) certainly arrives most welcome time. 
recent months, the public has been presented with 
facts” which have forced the casual 
reader the daily newspaper condemn the RFC 
the basis the gross abuses which have been pro- 
nounced. The fact that certain large loans have been 
made this lending agency certain large corpora- 
tions questionable earning power and future pros- 
pects, does not vitiate the fact that the RFC has 
turn made many other loans, both large and small, 
which have been sound and have turn helped the 
economy this country whole. Dr. George 
Gallup, recent article entitled “What Don’t 
Know Can Hurt Us”, has made known the fact that 
six out every ten persons contacted recently 
conducted survey not know what the Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation is, despite all the publicity over 
questionable RFC loans. 


Mr. Jesse Jones, who was associated with the RFC 
for thirteen years (twelve years which headed 
the Corporation), with the assistance Edward Angly, 
has ably attempted refute much the misconcep- 
tion heaped upon the RFC. Starting with the incep- 
tion the RFC January 22, 1932, the book reveals 
the two-fold objective the Corporation: first, com- 
bat the ravishing elements deflation and despair 
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our own country during the trying period 
and secondly, with the coming World War II, 
strengthen America’s arsenal and military might. The 
book most refreshing picture the “behind the 
scenes” which the average American seldom views, 
Mr. Jones reveals his blow blow punches effort 
win this battle, not TKO but combatting the 
forces which precipitated the need for government 
assistance the Nation’s resources. Here and there 
the reading may appear drag due the freely cited 
statistical data which the authors have deemed neces- 
sary. And yet there are many interesting and humor- 
ous cases loans made denied that show how the 
Corporation really worked, and what problems faced. 
The book highly recommended for adults, 
larly students Finance. 
Charles Buckley, 


Department Business 
Administration, 
University Scranton 


* 


Nolan, William Communism versus the Negro 
Regnery. Oct. 30, 1951. 276p. $3.50. 


this studious work the tactics communist propa- 
ganda among the American Negro are fitted into the 
overall pattern communist strategy has varied 
according the needs the Soviet Union. From 1917 
the present three features have been common 
this propaganda: first, the violent overthrow capital- 
istic governments; second, unswerving devotion the 
interests the Soviet Union; third, the slogan the 
most effective unit propaganda. During the 
period, 1917-1921, when Lenin believed World 
lution was imminent, the slogan was “Blow up; destroy 
from the outside”. the 1921-1928 period, Right-wing 
Opportunism was the key-note, permitting partial de- 
mands stressed long the ultimate goal was 
not forgotten. This was the time “boring from 
within” and forming “Innocents Clubs” (front groups) 
around communist nucleus. For the party America 
these were times growing pains when the factions 
were too busy fighting for control consider the Negro. 


With the development unity Russia and the 
party here, Left-wing militant radicalism came once 
more the fore from 1928 1934, evidenced 
determination the Black Belt”. Stalin himseh had 
originally developed this theory 1913 win the 
semi-colonial areas Russia the Bolsheviks, based 
his concept nation emphasizing community cul- 
ture. The infallible Stalin said American Negroes were 
nation, such endowed with the right self deter- 
mination, and the true comrades had promote the 
idea. urban Northerners foreign background 
was acceptable; Negroes, even party stalwarts, was 
not. The mistake lay confusing bitterness the 
part the Negro with lack faith the American 
creed. Negroes also feared that white commissars 
would rule their proposed buffer state, case 
failure that they would bear the brunt white retalia- 
tion. the Negro Soviet was failure, least the 
Scottsboro case supplied springboard build the 
communists the defenders Negro rights. Here 
too lay failure when general help was forthcoming 
Negroes and when ministers were attacked 
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“social-fascist misleaders the masses”. German re- 
armament required new change strategy from 1934 
1939 with the development Popular Front 
against fascist aggressors. The Commies did not create 
anti-fascism, but they preempted their own 
through multitude front organizations, particularly 
the Negro Congress, that had 
appeal for Negro intellectuals. the labor field they 
controlled certain sections the W.P.A. through the 
Workers Alliance and were being extensively used 
organizers the neewly formed CIO. The Nazi- 
Soviet pact brought abrupt about face during 1939- 
1941. Because Negro intellectuals refused follow 
this shift from anti- pro-fascism, the policy “rule 
was used against the front groups previously 
communist supported. After Germany invaded Rus- 
sia, Yanks are NOT coming” quickly changed 
the “Win the War” cry 1941 through 1945, with all 
other purposes being subjected that end. The 1945 
letter from Duclos expelling Browder from the party 
for his “bourgeois deviationism” put chilly end the 
former era open-armed brotherhood, for then Russia 
had safeguarded from “Capitalist encirclement”. 
The Paul Robeson incidents Paris, claiming Negroes 
would never fight against Russia, and Peekskill with 
its riots, served notice the new strategy. The aim 
now was win Negro sympathy for the eleven leaders 
trial and create the impression that many Negroes 
were communistically inclined. The effectiveness 
all this endeavor summed Nolan thus: 
“Whenever the communists worked for ‘partial de- 
mands’ within the framework the American creed, 
Negroes eagerly responded their efforts. But, 
whenever they moved notably the direction the 
ultimate goal Leninist Stalinism, they soon found 
themselves abandoned” (p. long condi- 
tions continue improve this country and 
long the party continues put Russia first, com- 
munist propaganda among American Negroes will 
not succeed” (p. 206). 
Extremely helpful for the general reading public would 
have been glossary communist jargon, detailed 
identification events and persons and, more particu- 
larly, chart lining Russian events, period dates and 
the corresponding propaganda tactics used. Although 
documentary study, the footnotes have been 
relegated the back the book. spite these 
minor defects, the work Fr. Nolan, ex- 
cellent aid for the serious student either the Negro 
communism the United States, and for them can 
recommended without hesitation. 
Peter Hogan, 
Epiphany Apostolic College, 
Newburg, New York 


Fitzgerald, Scott Tender the Night 
Revised Edition. Scribner’s. Nov. 12, 1951. 356p. $3.50. 


When Tender the Night first appeared 1934, 
labored under heavy disadvantage; novel dealing 
largely with the glitter wealth, appeared 
America that was pondering the problem whether 
wealth should have any glitter, even any existence. 
Fitzgerald’s theme was, true, that wealth corrupts, 
but his treatise was outdated because his illustrations 
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longer seemed real. The novel sold only twelve 
thousand copies its first year, small number even 
for those days when book-club pressure was compara- 
tively weak. revival interest the fantastic 
twenties and, particularly, Fitzgerald has led the 
presentation Tender the Night revised form. 


Malcolm Cowley, editor this reissue, explains that 
Fitzgerald was never satisfied with the novel first 
stood. Its financial failure led him believe that 
there was the structure the book something that 
impeded communication the author’s vision. 
was still working the novel when died and had 
succeeded carrying his page-by-page revision through 
only the first part. His essential change, however, was 
indicated notes and rearrangement pages. 
Cowley has incorporated this alteration the new 
edition that the story starts now with the introduc- 
tion Dick Diver; summary his life and his first 
meeting with Nicole appear the first chapters. All 
the events have been retained, but their order now 
chronological rather than epic. Otherwise there are 
few changes. 

The novel seems more compact, structurally 
stronger, its present form, but still the same old 
book—neither great certain group critics 
would imply nor poor its first sale would indicate. 
The line action just clear ever was—per- 
haps little clearer, but not much. Dr. Diver, psy- 
chiatrist great promise, marries wealthy mental 
patient, beautiful rich girl who has become unbal- 
anced through act incest with her father. Dick 
Diver’s sanity and charm act restoratives and 
brings his wife the threshold mental wholeness. 
Meanwhile feels that her wealth has deprived him 
initiative. goes downhill, drinks heavily, tries 
unsatisfactory love affair with young actress. His 
energy spent and can longer grapple with 
problems. leaves the way open for absurdly 
contrived completion his wife’s cure through her 
adultery with one his friends, agrees divorce, 
and drifts away. His motivation lost the reader 
and hazy character even when the story told 
from his point view. Cowley thinks that Diver was 
meant mysterious, but there reason why 


Fitzgerald had reached certain maturity when 
wrote this book. tells coherent story and not, 
like This Side Paradise, scrapbook which naiveté 
relieved flashes brilliance. Into this well con- 
structed work Fitzgerald fitted some brightly painted 
scenes—he had talent for catching these and putting 
them into words, especially when they were scenes 
peopled the ridiculous international set which 
moved. Yet, one important way had decayed 
rather than matured. The only standard manifests 
Tender the Night the one which holds man 
bound make the most his Fitzgerald 
implies much maudlin pity for the man genius 
that his standard seems repugnant. Apparently 
never occurred him that Diver might have been 
greater for doing some practical good for his wife and 
other patients than writing few books, just Fitz- 
gerald could have done more good salvaging his own 
life and that his wife than writing few novels. 
This statement made condemnation not gen- 
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erous and muddled man but artistic attitude 
sometimes ascribed him. Poor Fitzgerald was badly 
disorganized. The aura decay with which sur- 
rounded his characters indicates that knew that his 
world was full rottenness but was too tired 
trace the corruption its true source. The general 
attitude this novel one complete amorality and 
preoccupation with sex, attitude made explicit 
little fragments conversation and few fully de- 
tailed scenes; Fitzgerald knew there was something 
wrong this atmosphere but times betrayed 
sympathy for it. 


Malcolm Cowley was one the first proclaim Fitz- 
gerald’s potentialities. and few other critics have 
been consistent and insistent champions the import- 
ance all parts the “new movement” American 
fiction, movement which Fitzgerald was one the 
leading figures. Hence can overlook the dispropor- 
tionate scholarly reverence which the editor accords 
this not very great novel. 


William Hill, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Anderson, Margaret The Fiery Fountains 
Hermitage House. Nov. 1951. 242p. $3.50. 


There possibly select coterie among whom this con- 
tinuation Margaret Anderson’s autobiography will 
enjoy popularity. But smug and lofty artiness places 
the class the surrealist painting far the 
general reading public concerned. “Make harder, 
make softer, use art and skill Newsreel with 
breathing-spaces for thought (without comment) 
moods adorabilities nervosities charm —con- 
the métier critic friend had advised 
her employ writing, and that about the way The 
Fiery Fountains comes out. 


Thirty Years’ War recounted Miss Anderson’s early 
experiences founding The Little Review, that “art 
magazine read those who write for the others”. 
Here she reminisces her changing philosophy during 
the following twenty years spent France with singer 
Georgette Leblanc. Dwelling anywhere from aban- 
doned Normandy lighthouse drafty chateau-pavil- 
lion the forest Saint-Germain, they “accomplished 
the greatest interdiction—that ignoring the world for 
our world. France allowed live our secret 
formulas. impersonal country where everyone 
free establish his personal heaven earth.” 


There much rhapsodizing and sentimentalizing this 
ideal existence, and their earnest search for God 
through the sciences one Gurdjieff his Insti- 
tute for the Harmonious Development Man. How- 
ever, most the book devoted eulogy the 
Leblanc temperament. The fragmentary impressions 
art, life, love (“Don’t relate love morals—chem- 
istry beyond morality”), nature, writing, charm, 
order, music seem represent state self-satisfaction 
that the author will find more significant than the 


spectators. 
Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, 


Best 


Kelly, Walt 


Simon Schuster. 


Pogo 
Oct. 29, 1951. 182p. $1.00. 
easy become enthusiastic about Pogo. Most 
those who have the good fortune find him their 
evening morning journals have already become en- 
thusiastic about him. But only 165 journals bring Pogo 
their readers. high time lot the other 
journals realized that there freeze Pogo, even 
though there Teevee. Every town and hamlet 
should have channel for Pogo. Why? Because 
adults have right comic strips our own level; 
should not have stooping our brains down the 
level some the stuff that are habitually exposed 
to. Furthermore, Pogo refreshingly free mayhem 
and masochism; there’s sadistic stuff, lubricity, 
not even vulgarity disguised satire. Pogo just 
funny; and often wise, fun should be. 


Pogo happy little possum-pusson who lives the 
wondrous swamp-land with such friends Albert 
Crocodile, Howlan Owl, Seminole Sam Fox, Porkypine, 
and Churchy Femme, (the 
incidentally, against atom bombs because “they puts 
everything too everywhere and little bits, too”; 
whereas Howlan Owl claim the advantage atom 
bombs precisely that “it can put everything all over 
nowhere—nothin’ sweep up”. And the songs that 
these happy “animobiles” sing are wonderful, too, 
forinstance, give home, Buffalo and 
Rome, where beer the cantaloupe lay”. And you 
don’t like that, you should like L’il Pup Dog; 
witched, Bothered and Bemildred, the hobo-bats; 
Mallard Mer, the duck who gets seasick from swim- 
ming and dizzy from flying. 


And that only sample why think that the best 
fun for dollar had right now this introduction 
Pogo. Then YOU can sing Christmas “Good 
king Sourkraut looked out, his feets uneven”! 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Christmas Gift Suggestion 


Parents, teachers, priests, nuns, friends, relatives, 
anyone who interested reading who must 
direct the reading activities others will appre- 
ciate subscription 


BEST SELLERS 
The Semi-Monthly Book Review Service 
year’s subscription $2.50 ($3.00 Canadian 


and Foreign) will bring entertainment and valu- 
able comment modern books the recipient 
throughout the year. Timely, thorough and com- 
petent reviews modern books shortly after 
publication will bring valuable information all 
who wish know what being published today. 
your request will send Christmas card 
directly the recipient your gift. 


BEST SELLERS 
University Scranton 
Scranton Pa. 


Delma 
Harcour 
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